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: r/>e M ^ /LWG p4TE of communication appears on the c ver sheet with the c rresponoence «jui«» -- 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

lnnoeventhowever.mayareplybetmelyf.led 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the : mailing date ol ; this ^mmu™«tion. wj|| ^ ^ ^ 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 August 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)B This action is non-final. 

3d Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters prosecufior .as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) El Claim(s) 57-58 and 71 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6M Claim(s) 51-55 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 13 Claim(s) 5f3-58 and 71 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)E1 The drawing(s) filed on 29 December 2001 is/are: a)B accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: ■)□ approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not rece.ved. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional a PP licat,on). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachments) 

K71 • « « , ,DmMW\ 4) □ Interview Summary (PTCM1 3) Paper No(s). 

1>g Nonce of References C.ted (PTO-892) 5 M Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) U Notice or inrormai r 

3) |2 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 3&S . 6) U Other: 



J.S: Patent and Trademark Office A«.K«n c,,mmarv Part of Paper No. 9 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) 0ffice Act,on Summa,v 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/ Restriction 

1. Application's election without traverse of Group I (Claims 51-55) in Paper No.8 is 
acknowledge. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international apphcat.on by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claim 5 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Uzoh et al., (US 
6,409,904). 

Uzoh et al, in related text (Col. 12, Lines 20-27&Col. 7, Lines 21-53) and figures (Figs. 
4A-4B) disclose an integrated circuit comprising an enhanced-surface-area electrically 
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conductive ruthenium -containing layer having a textured surface with a mean feature size of at 
least about 100 Angstroms. 

3. Claim 52 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Uzoh et al., (US 
6,409,904). 

Uzoh et al, in related text (Col. 12, Lines 20-27&Col. 7, Lines 21-53) and figures (Figs. 
4A-4B) disclose an integrated circuit comprising an enhanced-surface-area electrically 
conductive nitrogen-passivated ruthenium -containing layer having a textured surface with a 
mean feature size of at least about 100 Angstroms. 

4. Claim 53 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Uzoh et al., (US 
6,409,904). 

Uzoh et al, in related text (Col. 12, Lines 20-27&Col. 7, Lines 21-53) and figures (Figs. 
4A-4B) disclose an integrated circuit comprising an enhanced-surface-area electrically 
conductive nitrogen-passivated and oxygen-passivated ruthenium -containing layer having a 
textured surface with a mean feature size of at least about 100 Angstroms. 

5. Claim 54 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Uzoh et al., (US 
6,409,904). 

Uzoh et al, in related text (Col. 12, Lines 20-27) and figures (Figs. 4A-4B) disclose an 
integrated circuit comprising a nitrogen-passivated ruthenium -containing layer. 
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6. Claim 55 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Uzoh et al., (US 
6,409,904). 

Uzoh et al, in related text (Col. 12, Lines 20-27) and figures (Figs. 4A-4B) disclose an 
integrated circuit comprising a nitrogen-passivated and oxygen-passivated ruthenium - 
containing layer. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Vu whose telephone number is (703) 305-0391 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm. 
If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David 
Nelms., can be reached on (703) 308-4910. 



Conclusion 



David Vu 



0V 




David Nelms 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



